
Political organizations arrive at Avila 



Donna Jungman 
News Editor 

Avilas College Democrats and 
College Republicans are hard at work 
getting ready for the Nov. 2 election. 

At the end of September, the College 
Democrats and College Republicans 
sponsored their first event, the debate 
watch party for the first presidential 
debate. Sixty students were in atten- 
dance. For their second event, held 
Oct. 27 in the Whitfield Center, the 
College Democrats and College 
Republicans faced off and debated cur- 
rent issues. 

Stephen Maynard Caliendo, associate 
professor of political science, currently 
sponsors both political organizations. 
Caliendo sees it as a problem for him 
sponsoring both political groups, 
because he cannot act as a lively parti- 
san for either group. 



“I’d like a strong Democrat to take 
over the College Democrats and a 
strong Republican to take over the 
College Republicans,” Caliendo said. 

“It would be excellent, and I think it 
would be better for the students.” 

Caliendo envisions many things dur- 
ing election time. He would like to see 
students from each group be in charge 
of organizing activities and information 
for particular candidates. He wants 
them to get some type of campaign 
experience, to work on clarification and 
expression of their ideas, and to get to 
know the students at Avila in a more 
meaningful way. 

“In the long term I want to see these 
organizations to be places where politi- 
cians come to get their message out on 
Avila’s campus,” Caliendo said. “They 
should be vehicles of expression and 
activity for politics in the greater com- 
munity.” 



The College Democrats and College 
Republicans plan on being linked with 
their national counterparts. This will 
link Avila to other colleges and univer- 
sity groups. 

The biggest challenge, according to 
Caliendo, will be the interest after the 
election. 

“There is a tendency to let down 
after a big election, so keeping the 
interest up in time for the next 
Congressional elections in 2006 will be 
tough,” Caliendo said. 

If students are interested in joining 
either political group they can contact 
Caliendo at 501-3642. Students can 
also contact the College Democrats 
who are student-led by President 
Johnny Turnage and the College 
Republicans who are student led by 
President Nicole Sowders. 

The purpose of the groups, as identi- 
fied in their constitutions, is as follows: 



“The purpose of the Avila University 
College Democrats and College 
Republicans is to support the philoso- 
phy and candidates of the Democratic 
and Republican Parties. The Avila 
University College Democrats and 
Republicans declare their intention to 
support all efforts to increase the par- 
ticipation of college students in 
Democratic and Republican affairs. To 
these ends, the Avila University College 
Democrats and College Republicans 
shall educate and train its members so 
that they may be better able to: 

1 . Educate students about the philoso- 
phy of the Democratic and Republican 
Parites; 

2. Assist in the election of local, state 
and national Democratic and 
Republican candidates; 

3. Affect political change on the local, 
state and national levels. 



Stephenson helps 

Kerry/Edwards 

campaign 



Jessica Collins 
Feature Editor 

“Missouri Democratic Headquarters. 
This is Caitlin speaking. How may I 
help you?” 

This is a typical phone call for soph- 
omore Caitlin Stephenson who is heard 
answering telephones and assisting peo- 
ple at the Missouri Democratic 
Headquarters. 

Stephenson volunteers at the 
Missouri Democratic Headquarters a 
few hours every morning Monday 
through Thursday. 

“Having college students involved in 
the election is very important. The rea- 
son why politicians don’t focus on the 
issues that are important to young peo- 
ple is because young people don’t vote. 
It is sad that young people don’t vote,” 
Stephenson said. 

Stephenson started working on the 
campaign last spring. 

“Last spring I went door to door to 



tell people about Kerry,” Stephenson 
said. 

Stephenson is currently the Missouri 
representative for the Kerry/Edwards 
campaign at Avila. 

“My job as Avila’s representative is to 
get people involved with the campaign. 
I tell people about volunteer work and 
also about the campaign issues. I am 
basically a source of information for 
people who want to know more about 
Kerry and Edwards.” 

When Stephenson volunteers at the 
headquarters she has a variety of jobs. 

“At the headquarters I do a lot of 
work on the phone. I do phone thank- 
ing and I call people and ask them 
what issues are most important to 
them. I also call undecided voters to 
inform and possibly persuade them to 
vote for Kerry and Edwards,” 
Stephenson said. 

Stephenson is a registered Democrat. 
See Stephenson, pg.2 




Tuned in 



Sixty Avila students gathered in Marian Centre's Alumni Lounge 
to watch the first presidential debate on Sept. 30. Following the 
debate a question and answer session was moderated by Associate 
Professor of Political Science Stephen Maynard Caliendo and 
Instructor of Communication Kasey Riley. 
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Minorities play key role in election 



Johnny Turnage 
Current Events Editor 

While riding to the store listening to the 
radio a commercial comes on. This com- 
mercial is not just any commercial. It is a 
commercial about the presidential race. 
There is something different about this 
commercial. The commercial is taking 
place between a mother and son and they 
are talking about the concerns of the black 
community. This is just one of many com- 
mericials on the radio, television, Internet, 
newspapers, and magazines that have been 
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out in the community and on television 
shows that are trying to get people out to 
vote. 1 feel by them being a minority, such 
as P Diddy, that more minorities are more 
senior Mitchell likely to get registered and vote because of 
that connection," sophomore Blake 
t the only forms of Anderson said. 

targeting and reach- ,, v “I feel like they [presidential candidates] 
jority voters. Organizations areB&$jriiig the rise in many minority 

;e and Rock tf^Vote groups attif-sb they are trying to reach out 
gleb ritfes t hat reach , to minorities by addressing their needs and 
concerns,” sophomore Charlie Kim said. 

The presidential candidates arc taking a 
notice bFthe rise in minority voters and arc 
making stops iff minority neighborhoods 
attempting to reach out to the growing 



targeted to the minority community. 

“I have noticed ads on the radio and 
agree with the majority of what the com- 
mercials are saying wfjpn they talk about 
the current administrj 
Harris said. 

Commercials are 
entertainment that 
ing ou; 
such as C 

that have numcrou 
out to the minority 
getting minority 
motivating a wave 
“I have noticed 
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Stephenson, continued from pg. 1 



population of people who used to be 
minorities but are quickly growing into the 
majority. 

“As many voters state: my vote doesn’t 
count. If you have 10,000 people that 
think that, that’s 10,000 wasted votes come 
election day. Thinking about that leads me 
to an old saying, ‘To the world you might 
be one person, but to one person you 
might be the world’,” Anderson said. 
“Believe it or not, every vote counts. Come 
Nov. 2, I’ll be at the polls, where will you 
be?” 



“1 am a Democrat for many reasons. I 
don’t agree with war. I think our econo- 
my needs to be improved and everyone 
should get health care, no matter how 
much money they have. I also agree 
that women have the right to choose 
and that gay people should be able to 



get married. Plus, I think that the con- 
stitution was not made to take away 
rights,” Stephenson said. 

Although Stephenson is strongly against 
Bush she does admit that Kerry might not 
be able to lix all ol the country’s problems. 

“1 don’t think that Kerry has a 100 per- 
cent way ol fixing things, but he has good 



plans to fix some of the things in the econ- 
omy, with jobs and the war in Iraq,” 
Stephenson said. 

According to Stephenson, besides this 
election being important because of the war 
in Iraq, this is also an important election 
because three Supreme Court judges may 
be appointed. 



Stephenson has set goals of her own for 
this election. 

“My goal is to get people to vote. I am 
more than happy to tell people anything 
they have questions about. If anyone at 
Avila needs anything they can just find me 
at the headquarters or on campus and I will 
help,” Stephenson said. 





For [Hit time Package l laiKlIors al FedEx* Ground, it's like a (Bid 
workout. The work's demanding, but the- rewards aro big. Como 
join our team, get a weekly paydeck. tuition assistance and 
break a sweat with the ration's package delivery leader. 



P/T Package Handlers 


Requirements include: 

*18 years of age 

-Work 5 consecutive days/wcck 


Benefits Include: 

-Scheduled raises every 
90 days for the l* 1 year 


-Ability to lilt and carry 50-75 lbs. 
-Ijoaii, unload & sort packages 




-Work in hot & cold environments 
Come apply in person at: 

8000 Cole Parkway 
Shawnee, KS 66227 
Call us at: 

9 1 3-44 1 -7536 or 9 1 3-44 1 -7569 


-Tuition reimbursement 
-NO WEEKENDS! 
Directions: 

- t ake 435W to Hw\ 10 to 
lbvy 7 North to KV' St V. 
OR 13510 87* W to Cole 
Batkwav . 


Shifts include: DAY 2-6pm.T\VI 6:30- 10:30pm. Nil' llpm- 


3am, SUN 3:30am-7:30am and Preload l:30am*7:30am 
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Adjust Your Thinking 



According to the American Chiropractic 
Association, in 2000, the average annual 
net income for all chiropractors was 
$81,500. 

The U.S. Department of Labor predicts that 
the chiropractic profession will grow 
approximately 35% by 2012. 

Join others who have achieved personal sat- 
isfaction by helping people live healthy 
lives — consider a career in chiropractic. 



• Cleveland 
Chiropractic 
mmm College 

Kansas City Los Angeles 

Los Angeles: 1 -800-466-CCLA (2252 
Kansas City: 1 -800-467-CCKC (2252) 
www.cleveland.edu 
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The Presidents of Avila's Coll 



ege Democrats and Republicans give their 



views. 



Democrats vote 
for change 



Johnny Turnage 
Current Events Editor 

We the American people are in a time of 
war. We have an administration in office 
that continues to go down a path 
that continuously leads us to 
destruction. Instead of this 
administration accepting 
that things change, and 
that they can he 

to 

lead us down that path 
of destruction. The 
American people must 
choose to help ourselves by 
choosing a new administra- 
tion to lead us up out of the hole that has 
been covered with dirt into the light of 
greatness. 

The people whose plans and records 
show that they can accomplish the job 



and accept the responsibilities are Sens. 
John Kerry and John Edwards. 

Kerry, as president, will, for one, bring 
our troops home and not continue to 
fight the so-called “axis of evil,” President 
George W. Bush talks about. Kerry will 
recuperate our economy by abolishing 
Bush’s “tax cuts for the wealthy,” and give 
those tax breaks to those who really need 



& Wc can choose to keep 

with the current administra- 
tion and continue to go 

r down a path of war and bad 
economy, which can only lead 
to other problems. Or, we can 
choose a new administration that 
will rebuild the United States, and as 
Kerry says, “Keep us strong at home, and 
respected in the world.” 



Republicans want 
four more years 



Nicole Sowders 
Opinion Editor 

President George W. Bush is caring, 
knowledgeable, optimistic, consistent, and 
a strong leader. Not only has he 
led us out of a time of despair 
by the 9/ 1 1 attack, but he 
led our country to stand up 
for ourselves. 

The American people 
speak of the election as 
an election on who will 
end the war. Americans 
recently learned from 
the debates that Sen. 

John Kerry supports the 
war. On Oct. 1 8, 2004 Kerry told Florida 
residents that Bush was not properly sup- 
plying troops. Earlier this year, Kerry pro- 
ceeded to vote against an $87 billion bill 
to support our troops. I hate to point out 



is only one topic that Kerry confuses him- 
self to the voters. 

For three years, Bush has provided us 
with three tax cuts. As the American econ- 
omy has been under the stress of a reces- 
sion, American’s were attacked, and a 
corporate fraud was exposed. 

Bush has taken the steps neces- 
sary to keep Americans in the 
work force. One can only 
imagine the stress of the econ- 
omy after all the factors the 
President has worked with the 
economy as efficiently as the 
war proceeds. 

Keep a president who knows 
how to perform the duties nec- 
essary to keep the country strong. Keep a 
president who continues to stand up for 
what he and the voters stand for together 
as a country. Keep a president that takes 
bold steps in reforming the education sys- 
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We re honored to serve your private paKies. 
.•Kconmiod.iting you 1 £ue:»t$ from 8 to SO in out .-private diwng room: 



Keep a president who does not 
»e his mind when criticized. 



the small points, but as a voter, this just 
confuses me on where Kern' stands. This 



I imcr I .cvel of Marian Center 
Open Daily. 8:00a.m. toll:00p.m. 

ATTRACTIONS: 

Ilig Screen Television 
Pool Table 

fj Ping-Pong Table 
|1 Toosltall Table 
Air Hockey 



JAMES ELLROY 

LIVE 

'Demon Dog' of American Fiction 

10:00a.m. in Dallavis Sfudio 
FREE Avila ACDP 



Read The Eagle Eye and 
keep an eye on Avila events! 

Find the most current Avila educational 
4 social events, student organization meetings, 
athletic events. 4 more 1 



Updated Every Week! 



Available on paper at various locations 
on campus! 



Hang Out, Relax & Have Fun! 



Find it online at http://www avila.edu/weekly/index.htm 



Holiday Gifts on a 
College Student Budget! 

Are you trying to figure out how to purchase 
holiday gifts without breaking your 
already broke bank? 

We will share a wealth of ideas for 
holiday gifts under $20. * 



Ps Presented by Alicia Murillo 

f Monday. November 8th 

5:00p.m. 

Manan Alumni Lounge 

Happy Hour: Thirsting for Knowledge series 



Satisfy your senses! r ta 

«. » Courtyard Cafe 

7:00 amto 10:30am 

/rvr All y°u can eat breakfast buffet, 
including beverage, $7.95 per 

P^ 0 " j COMh 

Great room rates 
$49 single ordouble 
$59 includes Breakfast for 2^- 

South Kansas City Courtyard 
Telephone: 816.941.3333 



At Jasper’s you’ll find 
innovative Italian cuisine, 
a casual yet elegant 
atmosphere and 
professional service. 



A \<t!a At hfetic 
Department 's 
preferred' twtei 



1201 W. 103rd Street, Kansas City, MO 
(Between Womall & State Line on 103rd) 
816.941.6600 www.jasberskc.con 
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Campus talk 

Who are you voting for and why? 



Quotes compiled by Nicole Sowders 
Photos by Katie McRoberts 
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1 am voting for Kerry because I want 
lush out of power. He took us to war for 
lothing,” sophomore David Tillmon said. 



“I’m not exactly sure yet, 1 haven’t done 
that much research but I will before I 
vote,” first-year-student Charla Butler said. 



“I’m not registered, but would vote for 
Bush because he knows what he wants, 
first-year-student Nicole Harstedt said. 
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“It depends on the final debate. I don’t feel 
confident in either candidate yet, so who- 
ever influences me in the end has got my 
vote,” first-year-student Whitney Martinez 
said. 



“Probably Bush, he knows what he wants, 
he stands for what he believes, and does 
not flip flop his answers,” first-year-student 
Tony Milano said. 



“John Kerr)', because Bush isn’t doing good 
with our economy or the war,” first-year- 
student Doc Reyes said. 



Steve Iliff 
Faculty Adviser 

Shawnna Silvius 
Production Adviser 



Attention Avila students, faculty & staff! 



Pick up your voucher in the Student Life Office for a 



Editorial Policy 



FREE TICKET 



The Talon is produced by the stu- 
dents of Avila University’s journal- 
ism practicum classes and other stu- 
dent contributors. Opinions 
expressed are those of the writer 
and do not necessarily reflect those 
of The Talon staff or the trustees, 
administration, faculty, or staff of 
the university. The Talon encour- 
ages letters to the editor. Letters 
should be typed and must include 
the writer’s signature, name, 
address, and telephone number for 
verification. Letters can be mailed 
to The Talon Editor, Avila 
University, 11901 Wornall Road, 
Kansas City, Mo. 64145, or may be 
submitted via e-mail at 
Talon@mail.avila.edu. Please keep 
letters to 500 words or less. The 
Talon reserves the right to edit let- 
ters for reasons of space, clarity, or 
inappropriate language. 



to any 

Kansas City Symphony Classical 
Series Performance 
at the Lyric Theater. 



Passions to Peace 

Playing with Fire 

Love's Legacy — 

Number One and Only- 

Musical Odyssey 

All Beethoven 

Music Masters 

Wild and Wonderful-— 

Brahms' First 

Loves and Losses 

Mahler's Titan 



-October 22-24 
-November 19-21 
-January 7-9 
-January 14-16 
•January 28-30 
-February 4-6 
-April 1-3 
-April 8-10 
-May 13-15 
-May 20-22 
-June 3-5 



i McCarthy 

AUTO GROUP 



675 N. Rawhide 
Olathe, KS 66061 



For schedules & performance information, log 
on to www.kcsvmphonv.ora or call the 
Symphony box office at (816) 471-1100. 



913 - 324-7200 



Tickets are subject to availability. 

Questions? Contact the Avila Student Life Office at (816) 501-3660. 




